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  Enforcement and Compliance 
History Online  
New Featured Launch 

• New State Comparative Maps and Dashboards 
launched on February 7, 2013. 

• Continues EPA’s effort to make environmental 
enforcement information more transparent 
and easier to use. 
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What is ECHO? 

 

• EPA’s public website that provides an 
integrated view of compliance and 
enforcement information about regulated 
facilities. 
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Importance of  
State Comparative Maps and Dashboards 

• Transparency of facility and government 
performance information is a driver for 
improving performance. 
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Origin of Data Used in ECHO  
State Comparative Maps and Dashboards 

• Information reported by EPA and states and 
entered into EPA national data systems. 

• State opportunity to review and correct data 
through a data verification process.  

• EPA has worked closely with states since 
October as site was developed to ensure the 
best quality data. 
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OVERVIEW AND DEMO OF STATE 
COMPARATIVE MAPS AND DASHBOARDS 
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Understanding Dashboard Data  

• The Dashboards do not provide an overall 
ranking or report card for states.  
– Data caveats are provided to explain limitations of 

data. 

• EPA oversight includes reviews of state 
programs that consider both data analysis, file 
reviews and other pertinent information. 
– Dashboards link to State Review Framework 

reports which can provide more context and  
understanding. 
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Understanding Dashboard Data 

• States are not required to report all of the data they 
collect to EPA and additional state data can be obtained 
directly from the state. 

• States report varying levels (sometimes more than 
required) of information to EPA, which can affect the 
appearance of state performance. 

• The CWA has self-reported Discharge Monitoring Report 
information that is submitted monthly by NPDES 
permitted facilities. These provide a more complete 
picture of compliance than in the CAA Stationary Sources 
and RCRA Subtitle C programs, where compliance 
information comes primarily from inspections. 
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Understanding  Dashboard Data 
Clean Air Act    

• The Clean Air Act stationary source program is inspection 
driven.   

• EPA provides guidance (Compliance Monitoring Strategies) 
to states on expected frequencies of evaluation, though 
states can negotiate alternative plans.    

• Dashboards and Maps show data on in annual trends; 
however, state compliance plans are on multi-year cycles. 

• Dashboards will show evaluation percentages for each 
regulatory universe (e.g., majors), and the percent of 
evaluations done in reference to actual state commitments. 

14 



Understanding Dashboard Data 
Clean Air Act (cont..) 

• Violations can be found during on-site evaluations or 
other review of emissions data submitted by the facility. 

• Violations that merit formal enforcement are called High 
Priority Violators (HPVs), typically requiring penalties. 

• With some exceptions, EPA does not require minors to be 
elevated to High Priority Violation. 

• Reporting of violations and HPVs gives the public data 
about problems prior to conclusion of enforcement 

• While the public may be concerned about violations in a 
state, identification and subsequent enforcement 
indicates an active enforcement program. 
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Understanding Dashboard Data  
RCRA  

• There are many facility types in RCRA: 
– Large = Transfer Storage and Disposal Facilities (TSD) 

and Large Quantity Generators (LQG). 

– Small = Small Quantity Generators, Transporters, etc. 

• Like the CAA, RCRA is inspection driven.   

• Inspections are used to identify violations and 
significant noncompliance or SNC.  EPA expects 
more frequent inspections at larger facilities. 

• Violations are required to be reported to EPA for 
all sizes of facilities. 
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• States displaying low violation  or significant 
noncompliance rates may not have active 
enforcement programs or may have a strong 
program leading to low noncompliance within a 
state. 

• Violation reporting has been noted as an overall 
RCRA state enforcement program weakness. 

• State Review Framework reports note state 
deficiencies in reporting and are linked from the 
Dashboards. 
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Understanding Dashboard Data 
 RCRA (cont..) 



Undrstandoing Dashboard Data 
Clean Water Act 

• Three categories of facilities shown in the 
Dashboards are: 
–  CWA Majors – Individual Permits 
– CWA Non-major - Individual Permits 
– CWA Non-major- General Permits 

• State reporting to EPA is robust for Majors. 
• States are required to track data for all categories, 

but EPA does not require reporting data for non-
majors. 

• State reporting for minors varies. 
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Understanding Dashboard Data  
 Clean Water Act  Majors 

• For CWA majors, Discharge Monitoring Reports 
automatically trigger system violations or 
Significant Noncompliance (SNC). 

• State reporting of inspection information is a 
known program weakness. There is variability in 
state enforcement follow up.   

• Penalty amounts assessed are currently not 
required to be reported to EPA.  Before making 
conclusions about the adequacy of state 
penalties, please consult with the state.  
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Understanding Dashboard Data 
CWA Non-majors 

• CWA Non-majors can have individual permits 
with permit limits and DMRs. 

• EPA collects annual state summary data for 
this universe that is required, and has 
provided that on the Dashboards under the 
category “Annual Noncompliance Report.” 

• EPA is working with the states to promote 
electronic reporting so that more information 
can be made available. 
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Understanding Dashboard Data  
CWA Non-majors 

• Other CWA non-majors are covered under general 
permits that typically do not require DMRs. 
Violations are determined from inspections.   

• Reporting to EPA on these facilities is not required  

• Dashboards show what is reported by the states so 
that those reporting are given proper credit; 
however, EPA cautions against making strong 
conclusions or comparisons using this information. 
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 Other Dashboard Data Caveats 

• 2012 data are still being reviewed and are not 
considered final.  In March, EPA will add 2013 year to 
date information. 

• Some states are not authorized or delegated to 
administer Federal environmental laws.  Those are 
noted clearly.  In those states, users should evaluate 
EPA’s work in the state as there will be no state activity. 

• Some states have posted caveats about their 
information that is linked below the Dashboards. 

• EPA has not yet programmed functions that will show 
dashboards and maps for local government agencies or 
tribes. 
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Wrap Up and Comments 

• EPA very much appreciates your interest in ECHO and 
would like you feedback to help us improve. 

• Users that wish to provide EPA with comments about 
the State Comparative Maps and Dashboards my use 
the green “Submit Comment” button provided on the 
website. 

• Press inquiries can be addressed to Stacy Kika at 
Kika.stacy@epa.gov, 202-564-0906 or 202-564-4355 

• Facility representatives that have concerns about data 
quality may use the Report Error button that is found 
on the Detailed Facility Report. 
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